DERLEYENDEN MEKTUP
Osman Balaban, 1 Ocak 2015 - 30 Haziran 2026

Bu say1, benim igin ODTU Mimarlik
Fakiiltesi Dergisi'nin editorlagiinii
ylrittigiim dénemin son sayist

olma 6zelligini tasiyor. 2015 yilinda
derginin editorliigiinii Cagatay
Keskinok Hocadan devralmigtim.
Onun éncesinde de Ali Cengizkan
Hocamizin editor olarak uzun yillar
dergiye 6nemli katkilar1 oldu. Her

iki hocamizin 6zverili ¢aligmalar:
sayesinde giiglii bir akademik birikime
ve nitelikli bir yayin ¢izgisine ulagmis
olan dergiyi devralirken amacim; bu
birikimi korumak, derginin mevcut
niteligini stirdiirmek ve miimkiin olan
alanlarda daha da ileriye tagimakt.
Editorliik yaptigim donem, benim

i¢in yalnizca yayinlanacak yazilarin
secimi ve degerlendirilmesiyle sinirh
bir editorlitk deneyimi icermedi.

Bu stiregte, bir yandan akademik
yayinciligin gerektirdigi kolektif emek
ve sorumluluk tizerine diisiinme

ve 6grenme firsat1 bulurken, diger
yandan da derginin akademik
kimliginin, yayincilik ilkelerinin ve
calisma kiiltiirtiniin gelismesine ve
kurumsallagmasina katkida bulunma
firsat1 buldum.

2015-2025 yillarin kapsayan 10 yillik
donemde derginin temel yaymcilik
ilkelerinde kapsamli ve koklii bir
degisiklige gidilmedi; derginin
ulusal ve uluslararasi indekslerdeki
konumunun korunmasina,

Tiirkge ve 1ngilizce yayin yapma
geleneginin siirdiiriilmesine ve
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agik erisim politikasinin devam
ettirilmesine 6nem verdik. ODTU
Mimarlik Fakiiltesi Dergisi'nin,
yayinciligin ticari modellerinden
bagimsiz olarak, elmas agik erisim
ilkesini koruyarak yaymn hayatin
stirdiirmesi, benim i¢in bu dénemin
en 6nemli siirekliliklerinden biri
oldu. Bu donemde ayrica, Yazi
Kurulu'nun uzmanlik alanlari
temelinde daha dengeli ve yerlesik
bir yapiya ulagmasina ve her
sayinin igerik bakimindan belirli

bir yayin standardini korumasina
0zen gosterdik. Bu standardin

bir boyutunu, derginin akademik
cesitliligini ve kapsayiciligimni
giiclendirmek amaciyla, sayilarda
ODTU adresli yazarlarin oranimin
belli bir diizeyi asmamasi ve ayni
yazarlarin dergiye bagvuru sikliginin
ve zamanlamasinin belirli 6l¢tiler
i¢inde siirlandirilmasi olusturdu.
Biitiin bu ¢abalarin temelinde,
derginin yalnizca kendi kurumsal
cevresine degil, mimarlik, planlama
ve tasarim alanlarinin daha genis
kitlelerine agik; farkl: yaklasimlara ve
uzmanlik alanlarina yer veren, nitelikli
ve giivenilir bir yayin platformu
olmasini saglama diisiincesi vardi.

Editorliik donemim, akademik
yayinciligin giderek artan bir sekilde
dijitallestigi bir doneme de denk geldi.
Bu genel gelismeye paralel olarak
ODTU Mimarlik Fakiiltesi Dergisi'nin
yayin siireglerinin biitiiniiyle dijital
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ODTU Mimarhk Fakiiltesi

ortama taginmasi da bu donemin 6nemli
gelismelerinden biri oldu. Bir yandan
derginin editoryal ve yayn siireglerinin
dijitallesmesi tamamlanirken, diger
yandan derginin web sitesi tasarim

ve igerik agisindan yenilendi. Boylece
hem derginin yayin siiregleri hem de
okuyucularla ve yazarlarla kurdugu
iletisim, glintimiiz akademik yayincilik
ortaminin gerektirdigi dijital altyapiya
kavustu.

Bu donemin belki de en kokli degisimi,
derginin basili yayin hayatinin sona
ermesi oldu. Fakiilte matbaasinin
faaliyetini stirdiirme imkaninin
kalmamasi nedeniyle, 2020 yilinin
Aralik ayinda yayimlanan 37(2) sayisi
derginin basili olarak yayimlanan son
sayist oldu. 2021 yilindan itibaren
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ODTU Mimarlik Fakiiltesi Dergisi
yalnizca gevrimici olarak yayimlanmaya
basladi. Bu degisim, dogrudan bir
editoryal tercih olmaktan ¢ok, i¢cinde
bulundugumuz yayncilik ortaminin ve
kurumsal kosullarin zorunlu kildig: bir
dontiistim olarak gerceklesti. Derginin
basili sayilarmin tasidigr maddi ve
sembolik degerin, 6zellikle uzun
yillardir dergiyi takip eden okurlar ve
katkida bulunanlar agisindan 6zel bir
yeri oldugunu diistintiyorum. Basili bir
derginin fiziksel varligindan yalnizca
¢evrimici bir yayia gegcis, bir anlamda,
derginin uzun yayincilik tarihinin
onemli bir doneminin de kapanisimni
temsil ediyor.

Derginin 2025 yilinda ellinci yayin

yilin1 tamamlamasi, benim editorliik
dénemimin en anlamli ve unutulmaz
esiklerinden biri oldu. Bu 6nemli
yildéntimiinii, derginin yalnizca
gecmisini kutlamakla kalmay1p,
akademik yayinciligin ve mimarlik,
planlama ve tasarim alanlarinin gelecegi
tizerine diistinmek igin de bir firsat
olarak degerlendirdik. 50. y1l etkinlikleri
kapsaminda hazirlanan META JFA
isimli serginin agilis1 vesilesiyle,
akademik yaymciligin diiniinii,
bugiiniinii ve gelecegini tartistigimiz

bir panel diizenledik. Ardindan
gerceklestirdigimiz bir bagka panelde ise
mimarlik meslek topluluguyla bir araya
gelerek, derginin mimarlik alanindaki
katkilarini ve etkisini farkli boyutlariyla
ele alma firsati bulduk. Bu etkinlikler,
derginin 50 yillik yayimn hayatinin
yalnizca bir yayincilik pratiginin degil,
ayn1 zamanda Tiirkiye’de mimarlik,
planlama ve tasarim alanlarindaki
akademik diisiince ve tiretim
siireclerinde yasanan doénitistimlerin

de bir pargasi oldugunu bir kez daha
gosterdi.

50. y1l etkinlikleri kapsaminda
gerceklestirdigimiz ¢alismalarin benim
i¢in en anlamlilarindan biri ise derginin
yarim yiizyillik deneyimini kalic1 bir
bellege doniistiirme ¢gabamizin sonucu
olan ODTU MFD 50. Yil Belgeseli

oldu. ODTU GISAM ile igbirligi icinde
hazirlanan belgesel, ayn1 zamanda bir
sozlii tarih calismasi niteligi tasiyor.
Derginin gecmisine taniklik etmis, farkli
donemlerinde sorumluluk tistlenmis

ve dergiyle cesitli bicimlerde yollar
kesismis kisilerin anlatilar1 araciligiyla,
50 yillik yayincilik deneyiminin kisisel
ve kurumsal hafizasini kayit altina
almaya calistik. ik gosterimini 2026
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yili Haziran ayinda gergeklestirdigimiz
belgesel, yakin zamanda kamuoyunun
erisimine agilacak ve kanimca derginin
gecmisini, bugiiniinii ve gelecegini
okurlartyla bulusturan kalic1 bir belge
olacak.

Simdi geriye doniip baktigimda,
derginin 50. yilin1 kutladigimiz

bu dénemin, benim editorliik
yolculugumun da dogal bir kapanis
an1 oldugunu goriiyorum. 2020 yilinin
sonunda basil1 olarak yayimlanan son
saymnin ardindan derginin yalnizca
¢evrimigi olarak yoluna devam etmesi,
bir yayin bi¢ciminin kapanisini ve yeni
bir yayincilik déneminin baglangicini
simgeliyordu. 2025>teki 50. y1l
etkinlikleri ise derginin gegmisine
doniip bakmamizi ve bu uzun
yolculugun tanikliklarimi gelecege
aktarmamizi sagladi. $imdi, 2026
yilinin ilk sayisiyla birlikte, benim

i¢in de benzer bir esikte duruyoruz.
Bu kez, derginin editorliigiinii geng
kusaktan bir meslektagima devretmenin
gururunu yastyorum. Yakin zamanda
gerceklestirilecek Yazi Kurulu

toplantisinda, derginin yeni editoriiniin
Yazi1 Kurulu tiyeleri arasindan
belirlenmesiyle birlikte bu gérev devri
gerceklesecek. Boylece benim icin on yil1
asan bir dénem sona ererken, derginin
50 yillik tarihinde yeni bir sayfa acilacak.

Bu vesileyle, oncelikle dergiyi benden
onceki donemlerde dzveriyle gelistirip
biiyiiten editorlere ve Yazi Kurulu
iiyelerine; birlikte ¢alistigim tiim

Yazi1 Kurulu iiyesi meslektaslarima;
derginin her sayisinin olusmasina
katkida bulunan yazarlara; titiz
degerlendirmeleriyle yayin siirecinin
temelini olusturan hakemlere ve son
olarak da derginin gériinmeyen ama
vazgegcilmez islerini iistlenen tiim
calisma arkadaglarima tesekkiir etmek
isterim.

Dilerim ki ODTU Mimarhk Fakiiltesi
Dergisi, ge¢misten aldig1 giiglii birikimi
koruyarak, yeni bakislara ve katkilara
agik bicimde; akademik nitelik, editoryal
bagimsizlik ve elmas agik erisim
ilkelerinden taviz vermeden yoluna
uzun yillar devam eder.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Osman Balaban, January 1, 2015 - June 30, 2026

This issue marks the final issue of

the METU Journal of the Faculty

of Architecture that I have had the
privilege of editing. I took over the
editorship of the journal from Professor
Cagatay Keskinok in 2015. Before him,
Professor Ali Cengizkan also made
significant contributions to the journal
over many years as its editor. When I
took over the journal, which had already
built a strong academic foundation and
established a high-quality publishing
tradition through the dedicated efforts
of both of them, my aim was to preserve
this legacy, maintain the journal’s
existing standards, and further improve
it wherever possible.

My years as editor have been much
more than an experience limited to
selecting and evaluating manuscripts for
publication. Throughout this journey, I
had the opportunity, on the one hand, to
reflect on and learn from the collective
effort and responsibility that academic
publishing requires and, on the other,

to contribute to the development and
institutionalization of the journal’s
academic identity, publishing principles,
and working culture.

Over the ten-year period from

2015 to 2025, we did not make any
comprehensive or fundamental

changes to the journal’s core publishing
principles. We placed particular
emphasis on maintaining its position

in national and international indexes,
continuing its tradition of publishing

in both Turkish and English, and
sustaining its open access policy. For me,
one of the most important continuities
of this period has been the journal’s
commitment to Diamond Open Access,
allowing it to continue its publication
independently of commercial publishing
models.

During this period, we also worked to
establish a more balanced and consistent
structure for the Editorial Board based
on areas of expertise and to maintain

a certain standard in the content of
each issue. One aspect of this standard
involved ensuring that the proportion
of authors affiliated with METU did
not exceed a certain level and placing
reasonable limits on the frequency and
timing of submissions by the same
authors, with the aim of strengthening

the journal’s academic diversity and
inclusiveness. Underlying all these
efforts was the goal of ensuring that the
journal would remain open not only

to its own institutional community

but also to the wider communities of
architecture, planning, and design;
that it would provide space for diverse
approaches and areas of expertise;

and that it would continue to be a
high-quality and reliable platform for
academic publishing.

My years as editor also coincided

with a period of rapidly increasing
digitalization in academic publishing.
In parallel with this broader
transformation, the journal’s publishing
processes were fully transferred to the
digital environment, which was one

of the significant developments of this
period. While the journal’s editorial and
publishing processes were being fully
digitized, its website was also renewed
in terms of both design and content. As
a result, both the journal’s publishing
processes and its communication with
readers and authors were brought in line
with the digital infrastructure required
by contemporary academic publishing.

Perhaps the most profound change
during this period was the end of the
journal’s print edition. As the printing
press of the Faculty of Architecture
could no longer continue its operations,
issue 37(2), published in December 2020,
became the final printed issue of the
journal. From 2021 onward, the METU
Journal of the Faculty of Architecture has
been published exclusively online. This
change was not so much an editorial
choice as a transition made necessary by
the changing publishing environment
and institutional circumstances. I believe
that the printed issues of the journal
hold a special material and symbolic
value, particularly for readers who have
followed the journal for many years and
for those who have contributed to it. The
transition from the physical presence of
a printed journal to an exclusively online
publication, in a sense, marked the
closing of an important chapter in the
journal’s long publishing history.

The journal’s 50th anniversary in 2025
was one of the most meaningful and
memorable milestones of my years

as editor. We saw this important



anniversary not only as an opportunity
to celebrate the journal’s past, but also
as a chance to reflect on the future of
academic publishing and of the fields
of architecture, planning, and design.
As part of the 50th anniversary events,
we organized a panel discussion on the
. past, present, and future of academic

§ publishing on the occasion of the
opening of the META JFA exhibition.
We later came together with the
architectural community for another
panel, where we had the opportunity
to discuss the journal’s contributions to
and influence on the field of architecture
from different perspectives. These
events reminded us once again that the

% journal’s 50-year publishing history is

not merely the story of a publication,
but also part of the transformations that
have shaped academic thought and
production in architecture, planning,

» | and design in Ttrkiye.

One of the most meaningful outcomes
of our 50th anniversary activities for me
was the METU JFA 50th Anniversary
Documentary, which emerged from
our effort to transform the journal’s

" half-century of experience into a lasting
record of collective memory. Prepared
in collaboration with METU GISAM, the
documentary also takes the form of an

* oral history project. Through the stories
- of those who witnessed the journal’s

» past, took responsibility for it at

| different times, or crossed paths with it
in various ways, we sought to document
the personal and institutional memory
embedded in its 50-year publishing
experience. The first screening of the
documentary took place in June 2026. It
will soon be made publicly accessible,
and I believe it will become a lasting
record that brings the journal’s past,
present, and future together for its
readers.

Looking back now, I see the period in
which we celebrated the journal’s 50th
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anniversary as a natural moment of
closure in my own editorial journey.
The transition to online-only publication
following the final printed issue at the
end of 2020 marked the closing of one
form of publishing and the beginning

of a new one. The 50th anniversary
events in 2025, meanwhile, gave us an
opportunity to look back on the journal’s
history and to carry the memories and
testimonies of this long journey into

the future. Now, with the first issue of
2026, I find myself at a similar moment.
This time, I am proud to be preparing

to hand over my position as editor to a
colleague from the younger generation.
Following the upcoming Editorial
Board meeting, the new editor will be
selected from among the members of the
Editorial Board, and the handover will
take place. Thus, as a period of more
than a decade comes to an end for me, a
new chapter will begin in the journal’s
50-year history.

On this occasion, I would first like to
thank the editors and Editorial Board
members who devoted their time and
effort to developing and strengthening
the journal before my tenure; all my
colleagues on the Editorial Board with
whom I had the pleasure of working; the
authors who contributed to every issue;
the reviewers whose careful assessments
form the foundation of the publication
process; and, finally, all those colleagues
whose often unseen but indispensable
work has helped keep the journal going.

I'hope that the METU Journal of the
Faculty of Architecture will continue
for many years to come, preserving
the strong legacy it has inherited from
the past while remaining open to new
perspectives and contributions, and
upholding the principles of academic
quality, editorial independence, and
Diamond Open Access.






